
James Innell Packer, one of the greatest and most influential evangelical leaders 

of our time has just passed away at 93 years of age. J. I. Packer was certainly one 

of the leading lights of English and North American evangelicalism over the past 

century, along with other greats such as Carl F. H. Henry, John Stott and Martyn 

Lloyd Jones. " Bill Muehlenberg, Culture Watch. 

The following are quotes drawn from thirty-one books owned by Bill Muehlenberg 

that were written by J. I. Packer. 

 

 

‘Fundamentalism’ and the Word of God (1958)  

“Liberalism swept away entirely the gospel of the supernatural redemption of 

sinners by God’s sovereign grace. It reduced grace to nature, divine revelation to 

human reflection, faith in Christ to following His example, and receiving new life 

to turning over a new leaf; it turned supernatural Christianity into one more 

form of natural religion, a thin mixture of morals and mysticism.” p. 27. 

“The fact is that here we are faced in principle with a choice between two versions of Christianity. It 

is a choice between historic Evangelicalism and modern Subjectivism; between a Christianity that is 

consistent with itself and one that is not; in effect, between one that is wholly God-given and one 

that is partly man-made. We have to choose whether to bow to the authority claimed by the Son of 

God, or whether on our own authority to discount and contravene a part of His teaching; whether to 

rest content with Christianity according to Christ, or whether to go hankering after a Christianity 

according to the spirit of our age; whether to behave as Christ's disciples, or as His tutors.” p. 170. 

 

Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God (1961) 

“While we must always remember that it is our responsibility to proclaim 

salvation, we must never forget that it is God who saves. It is God who brings 

men and women under the sound of the gospel, and it is God who brings them 

to faith in Christ. Our evangelistic work is the instrument that He uses for this 

purpose, but the power that saves is not in the instrument: it is in the hand of 

the One who uses the instrument. We must not at any stage forget that.” p. 27. 

“It needs to be said that faith is not a mere optimistic feeling, any more than repentance is a mere 

regretful or remorseful feeling. Faith and repentance are both acts, and acts of the whole man. Faith 

is more than just credence; faith is essentially the casting and resting oneself and one’s confidence 

on the promises of mercy which Christ has given to sinners, and on the Christ who gave those 

promises. Equally, repentance is more than just sorrow for the past: repentance is a change of mind 

and heart, a new life of denying self and serving the Saviour as King in self's place. Mere credence 

without trusting, and mere remorse without turning do not save. ‘The devils also believe, and 

tremble.’ ‘The sorrow of the world worketh death.’ [James 2:19; 2 Cor. 7:10].” pp. 70-71. 
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Knowing God (1973)  

“We need frankly to face ourselves at this point. We are, perhaps, orthodox 

evangelicals. We can state the gospel clearly, and can smell unsound doctrine a 

mile away. If asked how one may know God, we can at once produce the right 

formula. . . . Yet the gaiety, goodness, and unfetteredness of spirit which are the 

marks of those who have known God are rare among us - rarer, perhaps, than 

they are in some other Christian circles where, by comparison, evangelical truth 

is less clearly and fully known. Here, too, it would seem that the last may prove 

to be first, and the first last. A little knowledge of God is worth more than a great deal of knowledge 

about him.” p. 21. 

“Wrath, the Bible tells us, is an attribute of God. The modern habit throughout the Christian church 

is to play this subject down. Those who still believe in the wrath of God (not all do) say little about it; 

perhaps they do not think much about it. To an age which has unashamedly sold itself to the gods of 

greed, pride, sex, and self-will, the church mumbles on about God’s kindness, but says virtually 

nothing about His judgment. . . . One of the most striking things about the Bible is the vigour with 

which both Testaments emphasize the reality and terror of God's wrath.” pp. 134-135. 

 

I Want to Be a Christian (1977) 

“The truth of God’s almightiness in creation, providence, and grace is the basis of 

all our trust, peace, and joy in God and the safeguard of all our hope of answered 

prayer, present protection and final salvation. It means that neither fate, nor the 

stars, nor blind chance, nor man’s folly, nor Satan’s malice controls this world; 

instead a morally perfect God runs it, and none can dethrone him or thwart his 

purposes of love.” p. 31. 

“Here we reach the real heart—the heart of the heart, we may say—of Christianity; for if the 

incarnation is its shrine, the Atonement is certainly its holy of holies. If the incarnation was the 

supreme miracle, it was yet only the first of a series of steps down from the joy and bliss of heaven 

to the pain and shame of Calvary (Philippians 2:5–8). The reason why the Son of God became man 

was to shed his blood.” p. 46. 

 

18 Words (1981, 2008) 

“The word ‘grace’ thus comes to express the thought of God acting in 

spontaneous goodness to save sinners: God loving the unlovely, making covenant 

with them, pardoning their sins, accepting their persons, revealing Himself to 

them, moving them to response, leading them ultimately into the full knowledge 

and enjoyment of Himself, and overcoming all obstacles to fulfilment of this 

purpose that at each stage arise.” p. 94. 

“It is true that we could not mortify sin by our own unaided efforts; but it is no less true that the 

Spirit will not mortify sin in us without our co-operation. He will prosper our striving, but He will not 

bless our sloth. We ourselves, then, must attack sin; and the outcome of the conflict will depend on 

whether we fight wisely and make good use of our available strength.” p. 179. 

  

https://www.word.com.au/Knowing-God-Includes-Study-Guide/J-I-Packer/9780340863541


Keep in Step with the Spirit (1984) 

“Certainly God sometimes works wonders of sudden deliverance from this or 

that weakness at conversion, just as he sometimes does at other times; but 

every Christian's life is a constant fight against the pressures and pulls of the 

world, the flesh, and the devil; and his battle for Christlikeness (that is , habits 

of wisdom, devotion, love, and righteousness) is as grueling as it is unending. To 

suggest otherwise when evangelizing is a kind of confidence trick.” p. 27. 

“So we need to remember that any idea of getting beyond conflict, outward or 

inward, in our pursuit of holiness in the world is an escapist dream that can only have disillusioning 

and demoralizing effects on u, as waking experience daily disproves it. What we must realize, rather, 

is that any real holiness in us will be under hostile fire all the time, just as our Lord’s was.” p. 111. 

 

Hot Tub Religion (1987) 

“Let us now define what godliness is. We can say at once that it is not simply a 

matter of externals, but a matter of the heart; and it is not a natural growth, 

but a supernatural gift; and it is found only in those who have admitted their 

sin, who have sought and found Christ, who have been born again, who have 

repented. But this is only to circumscribe and locate godliness. Our question is: 

What essentially is godliness? Here is the answer: It is the quality of life that 

exists in those who seek to glorify God. The godly person does not object to 

the thought that one’s highest vocation is to be a means to God’s glory. Rather, 

he finds it a source of great satisfaction and contentment.” p. 31. 

“I see sanctification as a neglected priority in today’s church everywhere, and a fading glory in the 

evangelical world in particular. In the past, Roman Catholics and Protestants alike emphasized the 

reality of God's call to holiness and spoke with deep insight about God's provision for holiness. 

English-speaking preachers in the Reformation tradition (Puritans and eighteenth-century 

evangelicals in particular) constantly expounded what God's holiness requires of us, what our 

holiness involves for us, and what the Holy Spirit does in us. . . . Today, the concern for holiness that 

was once so striking a mark of evangelical people is largely a thing of the past.”  p. 113. 

 

A Quest for Godliness (1991) 

“The Puritans exemplified maturity; we don't. We are spiritual dwarfs. A much-

traveled leader, a native American (be it said), has declared that he finds North 

American Protestantism, man-centered, manipulative, success-oriented, self-

indulgent, and sentimental, as it blatantly is, to be 3,000 miles wide and half an 

inch deep. The Puritans, by contrast, as a body were giants. They were great 

souls serving a great God. . . . Spiritual warfare made the Puritans what they 

were. They accepted conflict as their calling, seeing themselves as their Lord’s 

soldier-pilgrims, just as in Bunyan’s allegory, and not expecting to be able to advance a single step 

without opposition of one sort or another.” p. 22. 

“These Puritans were great thinkers. The Puritan movement was led mainly by ministers, and most 

of the leaders among the ministers were brilliant and articulate polymaths from the universities. 



(Baxter and Bunyan are the significant exceptions, and Baxter became a polymath beyond most, 

even though he was not a university man.) The age was one of intellectual ferment in many areas, 

and Puritan teachers had to be abreast of many things. . . . The leading Puritan theologians—Owen, 

Baxter, Sibbes, Preston, Perkins himself, Charnock, Howe—all achieve a massive, adoring simplicity 

when speaking of God that argues intense reflective study, deep and prayerful Christian experience, 

and a sharp sense of responsibility to the church corporately, to their hearers and readers 

individually, and to the truth itself.” pp. 332-333. 

 

Rediscovering Holiness (1992, 2009) 

"Holiness, like prayer (which is indeed part of it), is something that, though 

Christians have an instinct for it through their new birth, as we shall see, they 

have to learn in and through experience. As Jesus ‘learned obedience from 

what he suffered’ (Heb. 5:8) - learned what obedience requires, costs and 

involves through the experience of actually doing His Father’s will up to and in 

His passion - so Christians must, and do, learn prayer from their struggles to 

pray and holiness from their battles for purity of heart and righteousness of life.” pp. 14-15. 

“Spiritual health, like bodily health, is God’s gift. But, like bodily health, it is a gift that must be 

carefully cherished, for careless habits can squander it. By the time we wake up to the fact that we 

have lost it, it may be too late to do much about it. The focus of health in the soul is humility, while 

the root of inward corruption is pride. In the spiritual life, nothing stands still. If we are not 

constantly growing downward into humility, we shall be steadily swelling up and running to seed 

under the influence of pride.” p. 137. 

 

A Grief Sanctified (1997)  

“Grief is the human system reacting to the pain of loss, and as such it is an 

inescapable reaction. Our part as Christians is not to forbid grief or to pretend it 

is not there, but to maintain humility and practice doxology as we live through 

it. Job is our model here.” p. 12. 

“All life, said the Puritans, must be managed in such a way that it is sanctified; 

that is, all activities must be performed, and all experiences received and 

responded to, in a way that honors God, benefits others as far as possible, and helps us forward in 

our knowledge and enjoyment of God here as we travel home to the glory of heaven hereafter. Of 

the experiences to be sanctified, some are pleasant and some are painful.” pp. 187-188. 

 

Affirming the Apostles’ Creed (2008) 

“The Creed declares faith in ‘God the Father almighty.’ Does the adjective 

matter? Yes, a great deal. It points to the basic Bible fact that God is the Lord, 

the King, the omnipotent one who reigns over his world. Note the ecstatic joy 

with which God’s sovereign rule is proclaimed and praised in (for instance) 

Psalms 93, 96, 97, 99:1–5, and 103. Men treat God’s sovereignty as a theme 

for controversy, but in Scripture it is matter for worship.” p. 45 



Concise Theology (1993) 

“Living between the two comings of Christ, Christians are to look backward and 

forward: back to the manger, the cross, and the empty tomb, whereby salvation 

was won for them; forward to their meeting with Christ beyond this world, their 

personal resurrection, and the joy of being with their Savior in glory forever. 

New Testament devotion is consistently oriented to this hope.” p. 183 

 

Engaging the Written Word of God (1999, 2012) 

“The essence of revelation is conceptual communication, whereby God makes 

known his own nature, thoughts, and knowledge, and second, that Holy 

Scripture may yet be called the revealed Word of God in the most proper 

sense, inasmuch as it is in its totality God’s own utterance and message. Holy 

Scripture is God’s witness to himself no less than it is man’s witness to him. It is 

both human and divine. What it says, God says. It is simultaneously man’s 

responsive testimony to God and God’s revealed Word to man.” p. 85 

 

Evangelical Influences (1999, 2014) 

“The biblical frame of reference, within which alone justification can be 

understood and apart from which it remains, in the strictest sense, 

unintelligible, is created, said the Reformers, by two realities: human sin, 

which is universal, and divine judgment, which is inescapable.” p. 190 

 

 

Finishing Our Course With Joy (2014) 

“From the start you knew that you were saved to serve, and that indeed is 

what you spontaneously wanted to do. Soon you learned, however, that you 

were going to be opposed all the way. By becoming Christians you walked into 

a war, Satan’s war, against the triune God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit.” pp. 52-53 

 

God Has Spoken (1965, 2016) 

“God has spoken, says the Bible; and godliness means hearing His word. 

‘Hearing’ in this phrase means more, of course, than just being within earshot 

while the message of God is read aloud or recited or explained. ‘Hear’, in its full 

biblical sense, implies attention, assent, and application to oneself of the things 

learned; it means listening with a firm purpose to obey, and then doing as 

God’s Word proves to require.” p. 114 



 

Growing in Christ (Originally, I Want To Be a Christian, 1977, 2007) 

“Being a Christian is a blend of doctrine, experience, and practice. Head, heart, 

and legs are all involved. Doctrine and experience without practice would turn 

me into a knowledgeable spiritual paralytic; experience and practice without 

doctrine would leave me a restless sleepwalker. If Christ is to be formed in me, 

doctrine, experience, and practice must all be there together.” p. 127 

 

 

Keeping the Ten Commandments (2007)  

“Moral permissiveness, supposedly so liberating and fulfilling, is actually 

wounding and destructive: not only of society (which God’s law protects), but 

also of the lawless individual, who gets coarsened and reduced as a person 

every time.” p. 39 

 

 

Knowing Christianity (1995) 

“Mistake number one is to suppose that growth in grace is measurable in the 

way that physical growth is measurable. . . . There is a divine mystery in the 

work by which God makes us grow in grace. We cannot measure it by any 

simple, regular technique of assessment like measuring height or checking 

weight. What Scripture shows is that growth in grace is known by the way we 

behave under pressure.” p. 83 

 

Knowing Man (1978, 1979) 

“The truth is that because we have lost touch with God and His word, we have 

lost the secret both of community (because sin kills neighbor-love) and of our 

own identity (because at the deepest level we do not know who or what we 

are, or what we exist for).” p. 43 

 

A Passion for Faithfulness (1995) 

“Nehemiah is not expressing personal vindictiveness against Sanballat and 

Tobiah so much as zeal for God to vindicate himself against them because they 

have opposed him. The same is true of the various imprecatory Psalms, in 

which the God of justice is asked to reverse situations in which might has 

seemed to be right and crime seems to have paid. Here, too, the longing that 

for his own praise God would deal with the ungodly as they deserve is central.” 

p. 101 



Praying the Lord’s Prayer (2007) 

“Knowing that our Father God is in heaven, or (putting it the other way round) 

knowing that God in heaven is our Father, is meant to increase our wonder, joy, 

and sense of privilege at being his children and being given a hotline of prayer for 

communication with him.” p. 37 

 

Puritan Portraits (2012) 

“Puritan sermons were meant to be remembered, meditated on, discussed and 

applied; that is why all the material was carefully arranged under headings, and 

why listeners were encouraged to take notes. The Puritan belief, as we have 

seen, was that it is supremely through preaching that God comes close, to deal 

and be dealt with regarding faith, repentance, conversion and the life of 

holiness.” p. 29 

 

Revelations of the Cross (1998, 2013) 

“The cross of Christ is a revelation of the love of God, for it reveals what that love 

is prepared to suffer for the one loved. I believe that the presentation of the 

death of Christ as substitution exhibits the love of the cross more richly, fully, 

gloriously and glowingly than does any other presentation. It gets nearer to the 

heart of that love than any of the other pictures that the New Testament 

contains.” p. 115 

 

Seeing God in the Dark (1998, 2013) 

“Sanctification, we now see, is both a gift (that is one side: God working in us to 

renew and transform us) and a task (the task of obedience, righteousness, and 

pleasing God). And we must never so stress either of the two sides that we lose 

sight of the other. Think only of the task, and you will become a self-reliant 

legalist seeking to achieve righteousness in your own strength. You will not make 

any headway at all. Think only of the work of God in your life, and the chances 

are that Satan will trick you into not making the necessary effort and not maintaining the discipline 

of righteousness so that, in fact, even as you rejoice in the work of God in your life you will be 

dishonoring it by your slackness. Hold both sides of the matter together in your mind, if you want 

your living to be right.” p. 288 

 

Taking God Seriously (2013) 

“Repentance, we now see, will always be more than a moment of regret and 

remorse, plus a word of apology; it will always center upon turning from and 

leaving behind what was wrong, and asking God in fullest sincerity to keep us 

from ever falling back into this wrongness again.” p. 77 

 



Weakness is the Way (2013) 

“In many respects, and certainly in spiritual matters, we are all weak and 

inadequate, and we need to face it. Sin, which disrupts all relationships, has 

disabled us all across the board. We need to be aware of our limitations and to let 

this awareness work in us humility and self-distrust. Thus we may learn our need 

to depend on Christ.” pp. 15-16 

 

Packer and R. T. Beckwith, The Thirty-nine Articles (1984, 2006) 

“I believe that in a divided Christendom churches need confessional statements, 

and that it is always unrealistic to try to do without them. I believe that good 

creedal and confessional formulations always in any case have a major role to play 

in educating and maturing the people of God.” p. 23 

 

Packer and Mark Dever, In My Place Condemned He Stood (2007) 

“Penal substitution, as an idea, presupposes a penalty (poena) due to us from God 

the Judge for wrong done and failure to meet his claims. The locus classicus on 

this is Romans 1:18–3:20; but the thought is everywhere in the New Testament.” 

p. 82 

 

Packer and Gary Parrett, Grounded in the Gospel (2010) 

“We catechize because of the model and mandate of our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus 

was and is the model catechist. He was the Teacher of teachers. It is not only his 

example that moves us to catechize, however. We catechize by command of Jesus. 

Jesus charged his followers with the task of teaching on several occasions during 

his earthly ministry (e.g., Matt. 10:14; 13:52).” p. 49 

 

Packer and Wendy Murray Zoba, J. I. Packer Answers Questions for Today 

(2001) 

“When I became a Christian more than half a century ago, I got stuck straight 

away into soaking up all I could learn about God from the bible, and that has been 

a sort of passion with me ever since. Frankly, it still is. Some passions subside as 

you get older, but not this one.” p. 3 

 

It is hoped that these quotes from 31 Packer books will encourage you to read him – either for the 

first time, or to pull out his volumes from your shelves and give them another reading. It will be 

medicine for your soul. 

Bill Muehlenberg | Jul 19, 2020 at 2:14 pm | URL: https://wp.me/p1Azrr-8Hv 

https://wp.me/p1Azrr-8Hv

