
 

Matthew Henry (1662-1714) 
 

Many Christians at least know the name of Matthew Henry because of his 

commentary on the Bible, still published and sold today. However, they know 

little of his background and other work.  His father, Philip Henry, was a 

minister of the Church of England, working in his first parish at Worthenbury, 

just a few miles south west of Chester in the north-west of England. He had 

been brought up in London, educated there and at Oxford University, before 

going as a tutor to the children of a titled family at Worthenbury. He then 

became an Anglican minister in 1658. 

 

  Philip Henry belonged to the Puritans, that is, to those in the Church of 

England who believed that the Bible was authority in religious life, and whose 

directions had to override the use of practices such as using the sign of the 

cross and compulsory reading of the set prayers in the Book of Common 

Order. 

 

  The English Parliament passed an act in 1662, that came into effect on 

August 22 that year. This act made it compulsory, among other things, to use 

the Book of Common Prayer. Men like Philip Henry determined that they 

would not allow such an act to determine how they worshipped or led 

worship. Hence, over two thousand of them refused to conform to this act. 

They became known as non-conformists, or dissenters and their decision 

meant they lost their positions, homes, and stipends. 

 

  Mathew Henry was born just after his father was ‘outed’, and was brought 

up on the family property, Broad Oak, near Whitchurch. He was educated 

mainly at home, as his father was a fine scholar. He came to faith as a young 

boy, and later determined to follow his father into the ministry. It was a 

difficult time for the non-conformists as they were being persecuted, and 

meeting together was unlawful. By the time he was ready for ordination, some 

toleration was being granted. He was invited soon after ordination in 1687 to 

become pastor of a group of dissenters in Chester, remaining there until 1710. 

 

  He was a very busy pastor, lecturing and preaching twice each Sunday. 

Children in the congregation were catechised each Saturday afternoon. His 

congregation grew till it reached 300 members, and the pastor was constantly 

visiting his people. A new chapel was built, and later the seating increased by 

the addition of a gallery. Villages around Chester needed help, so he 

frequently preached in other places on week nights. 

 

  In addition to his public preaching and teaching, he started to write a 

commentary on the whole Bible. Day after day he worked in his study, and 

the first volume (Genesis to Deuteronomy) was published in 1706. Near the 

end of his life he moved to Hackney (then a village north of London), and 

there completed the commentary up to Acts. The commentary was a great 

success, and was soon widely distributed. It remains in print and has been 

translated into other languages. 

 

  Matthew Henry had little free time, because he and his wife had six children, 

and also adopted four of his nieces and nephews when their parents died. 

After his father died in 1696, he had responsibilities for the family property at 

Broad Oak as well. None of these family responsibilities, besides his own 

pastoral work, daunted his commitment to be a faithful servant of Jesus 

Christ. His daily devotions were maintained, and his diary recorded many 

things relating to his walk with the Lord. 

 

  He went back to visit his old congregation at Chester in mid-1714, after 

having reluctantly moved to Hackney in 1712. On his way he fell off his 

horse, but continued to Nantwich, where he preached that evening. He was 

clearly unwell, and took a stroke that night, dying the next day at the age of 

52. Non-conformists and conformists alike gathered for his funeral in Chester, 

as they mourned the passing of such a fruitful pastor and author.  
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