
Would it surprise you to know that most people 
are lost and don’t know it? Being lost, they hur-
ry through life trying to get somewhere, but have 
no idea what direction to take or where it is they 
are going. The conversation between Alice in Lewis 
Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland and the Chesh-
ire Cat fits them perfectly. We read there:

`Cheshire Puss,’ [Alice] began, rather timidly, 
... ‘Would you tell me, please, which way I 
ought to go from here?’ 

`That depends a good deal on where you 
want to get to,’ said the Cheshire Cat. 

`I don’t much care where--’ said Alice. 

`Then it doesn’t matter which way you go,’ 
said the Cat.

Where are you heading in your life? Do you 
‘much care’ where? Would you like to know 
why you are here and where you might be go-
ing? The Bible answers these questions and 
many more besides. If you would like to  know 
its answers to these questions, then read on.

The Bible opens with the startling words, “In the be-
ginning God.” It doesn’t attempt to persuade us that 
there is such a person as God - it unapologetically 
states that God is. That is the most important truth 
that we need to grasp if we are to know who we are and 
where we are going. GOD IS - and since God is the  
all powerful being who has made all things, includ-
ing us, it is of the utmost importance not to ignore 
God, for at some point in time, we must all stand in 
His presence to give an account of our lives to Him.

The whole universe, and every living creature in it, 
was made by God. This means that God is unlimited 
in His power, knowledge and being. He is eternal, 

having no beginning or ending. He holds all things 
in existence by His own power and for His own 
glory. That means that we exist for the sole pur-
pose of bringing glory, honour and praise to God. 
To understand this is the beginning of wisdom.

The Bible tells us that ‘all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God’. Further, it tells us that ‘sin is the 
transgression of the law’. To transgress the law is 
to break the law. What law? It is God’s law that we 
have transgressed, His holy law, given to show us 
what is pleasing to Him. It is summed up in these 
two things: We are to love God with all our hearts 
and mind and strength and our neighbours as our-
selves. But we put self first - we are the me gener-
ation. We sin against God in thought, word and 
deed and the punishment for sin is death. When 
God first made mankind on the earth He told them 
that if they sinned, then dying, they would die. 
That is, their spiritual, non-material souls would 
die immediately, and their bodies too, in time.

Death isn’t annihilation. Death is the conscious ex-
istence of the soul, either in separation from God 
forever, or in living relation with God forever. But we 
can only live with God forever when our sin prob-
lem is dealt with. Remember, the soul that sins, it 
shall die, and death for the sinner means separation 
from a holy God for eternity. As Jesus said, ‘There 
will be weeping, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth’.  

How can we repay the debt we owe to God’s broken 
law? How can we escape its penalty of death? What 
road will lead us from the way that leads to separa-
tion from God forever, to  that which leads to fellow-
ship and enjoyment of God forever? Jesus said, ‘I am 
the way, the truth, and the life. No man comes to the 
Father but through me’. In another place He said, ‘I 
am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved’.

Lost?



The good news  (Gospel) is that God has done 
something to deal with the problem and penalty of 
sin. Indeed, before time began, God’s plan was not 
only to make this universe of time and space, but to 
allow us, creatures made in His image and likeness, 
to wilfully and wickedly sin. He planned to deal 
with that sin in and through the person of His only 
begotten Son, ‘the lamb slain from the foundation 
of the world’. Just as sin entered this world through 
the first man, Adam, so the second Adam, the Lord 
from heaven, would take sin away. How can God 
do this and remain just and true in all His ways?

In the  Old Testament of our Bibles, we have the 
record of God accepting animal sacrifices on  
behalf of the sinner. We are told for instance of 
Cain and Abel, the first two children of Adam and 
Eve (Eve was Adam’s wife), that Abel offered a more  
acceptable sacrifice than Cain. Abel’s offering was 
a bloody sacrifice, a lamb, but Cain’s was of his 
harvest. The Bible tells us that ‘without the shed-
ding of blood, there is no remission (putting away) 
of sin’, and ‘the life is in the blood’. The life of the 
lamb was an offering to God in place of our life 
until the one perfect sacrifice should be made.

God was saying by the sacrificial system, that we 
deserve to die. All sin must be punished and the 
sentence for sin was death. How then can we be 
saved? How can God be just and yet the justifier 
of the ungodly? God’s answer is the cross. Jesus 
came into this world to die. He came into this 
world to offer up his sinless, spotless life as a once 
for all sacrifice for the sins of all those given by 
donation to Him by the Father. In time, God by 
the third person of the Godhead, the Holy Spir-
it, applies to these ones given by donation to the 
Son the benefits purchased by the Son, so they 
are saved to everlasting life. The best known Bible 

verse tells us that ‘God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes 
on Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’

What are the steps taken by God in the application 
to us of this great salvation purchased by the Lord 
Jesus Christ? The work is God’s from beginning to 
end. We cannot save ourselves. We are spiritually 
dead and unable to turn to God because of our sin. 
God begins the work through the preaching of the 
good news of what He has done in sending His Son. 
Jesus died, the just for the unjust, so that the penalty 
of God’s wrath against sin could be fully dealt with 
on the cross. God’s anger against sin is turned away 
at the cross, and through the preaching of the cross, 
God calls us to quit our rebellion against Him; to 
confess our sin and turn to Him in repentance.

Next, God gives us new hearts to believe this 
good news and embrace the Son of God by faith 
- i.e. we are made spiritually alive again. Our 
souls, which were dead because of sin, are awak-
ened to new life, eternal life, in the Son, so that 
we freely embrace the Lord Jesus Christ as He 
is offered to us in the Gospel. We turn away 
from sin in repentance and faith towards God.

This new life brings new affections to the soul, so 
that we now love what we  previously disdained, 
and we now hate what once we loved. This new life 
with its affections is called the new birth, or a new 
heart.  God speaking in the Bible says, ‘I will give 
them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within 
them, and take the stony heart out of their flesh, and 
give them a heart of flesh, that they may walk in 
My statutes and keep My judgments and do them; 
and they shall be My people, and I will be their God. 
This new life that we possess is lived in the power 
of the Holy Spirit who lives in the heart of every 

newborn child of God. He enables them to fight 
against sin and grow in the knowledge and love 
of God. He strengthens them to be more holy like 
their Saviour every day, and teaches them more of 
the love of God towards them from God’s word, 
the Bible. It is through reading the Bible that they 
learn of God’s will for their lives, and of the re-
sources that are available to them in Christ Jesus.

As part of God’s  provision for His family, He calls us 
to openly profess our faith before others by joining a 
local church where the Bible is believed and taught, 
and where there is mutual encouragement and  help 
from other believers belonging to God’s family. 

Journey’s end for every one of us is death (unless 
the Lord returns first). But what then?  If we are 
still lost, having trod life’s pathway without be-
ing reconciled to God, then journey’s end will be 
a fearful reality check. Jesus will be revealed, not 
as a Saviour, but as as a judge. He will pronounce 
the awful sentence, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, 
into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and 
his angels.’ On the other hand, those who have had 
their eyes opened to their need of God’s forgive-
ness in Christ Jesus and have believed on Him in 
repentance and faith, these will be welcomed into 
His everlasting kingdom. Jesus will say to them, 
‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world’.

What pathway are you on? Are you still lost? Je-
sus came to seek and to save that which is lost, 
and He declares in His word, ‘Him that comes to 
me I will never cast out’. If you go to him in re-
pentance, if you trust in Him as the only one 
who can save from sin, then you will know 
of God’s everlasting love to you in Christ.


